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AppiNo. 09/915,481 
Amendment in response to 
Office Action mailed 1 1/06/2003 



Amftiidmeqfft |» the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the applica- 



tion: 



T.krin g nf Claims: 

Claim 1 (withdrawn): A method of sawing a log into segments of predetermined 
lengths comprising utilizing dual multi-positional cut-off saws in a bucksawing 
station with one multi-positional cut-off saw being positioned on an infeed 
conveyor. 

Claim 2 (withdrawn): A method of sawing a first log of a plurality of logs into 
segments of predetermined lengths comprising 

a) feeding said plurality of logs end to end in a direction parallel to the 
axis of said logs on a first input log-feeding means; 

b) transferring said first log from said first log-feeding means onto a 
second log-feeding means aligned collmearly with said first 
log-feeding means; 

c) successively positioning said first log on said second log-feeding 
means in a direction parallel to the axis of said first log at said 
predetermined lengths for sawing; 

d) sawing said first log at each of said pre-determined lengths to form 
said segments utilizing first and second movable saws positioned 
upstream and downstream from said second log-feeding means 
respectively; and 
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e) moving each said segment after being sawn onto a third output 
log-feeding means and then away from said second Jog-feeding 
means, while continuing to feed subsequent logs in said plurality of 
logs on said first log-feeding means to said second log-feeding 
means. 

Claim 3 (withdrawn): The method of claim 1 wherein said first input log-feeding 
means is tilted to a degree sufficient to roll said log to one side of said log- 
feeding means. 

Claim 4 (withdrawn): The method of claim 1 wherein said third output log-feeding 
means is tilted to a degree sufficient to roll said log to one side of said log- 
feeding means. 

Claim 5 (withdrawn): The method of claim 1 wherein said step of sawing said 
first log at each of said pre-determined lengths to form said segments is carried 
out by dual saws pivotable across the line of travel of said first log. 

Claim 6 (withdrawn): The method of claim 5 wherein said dual saws are movable 
along the axis of motion of said log. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): The method of claim 5 wherein said second saw movable 
across the line of travel of said first log located downstream of said first saw and 
movable along the axis of motion of said log further comprises conveyor means 
having an infeed portion and an outfeed portion separated by a gap movable in 
association with said second saw. 
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Claim 8 (withdrawn): The method of claim 4 wherein said degree of tilting is 
approximately 7 degrees. 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): Apparatus for sawing a log into segments of a pre- 
determined length comprising: 

a) a first Wi^ntollv oriented log-feeding means for feeding a log in an 

end-wise line of travel; 

b) a second tilted, horizontally oriented log-feeding means adapted to 
receive said log from said first horiynntflllv oriented log-feeding 
means; 

c) first and second tilted, vertically oriented log-feeding means, said 
first tilted, vertically oriented log-feeding means mounted for pivotal 
movement from a first non-log-engaging position to a second log- 
engaging position; 

d) power means for pivoting said first tilted, vertically oriented log- 
feeding means from said first non-log-engaging position to said 
second log-engaging position and back to said first non-log-engaging 
position; 

e) dual mulli-pu&itiona l g cut-off saws saw located u^ucamand down- 
stream lesyectivcly of said second tilted horizontally oriented log- 
feeding means, said dual saws saw. being movable across the line of 
travel of said log on said second tilted horizontally oriented log- 
feeding means; 

f) means for measuring the distance traveled by said log while on said 
second tilted, horizontally oriented log-feeding means and communi- 
cating said measurement to a control means; 

g) power means for moving said saw in response to a control signal; 
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h) a third horizontally oriented log-feeding means adapted to receive 
said log from said second tilted horizontally oriented log-feeding 
means and lying in a huiLmnUl plain riighdj bduw Qiu li u ikontal 
piano o f ^ai d scu j iid lilted UuiuuiiUdly uikitful l u g-f ic diug means ; 
and 

i) control means for receiving said measurement signal and communi- 
cating control signals to said power means for moving said saw and 
controlling said first and second tilted vertically oriented log-feeding 
means; 

wherein said first and second tilted vertically oriented log-feeding means are 
adapted to advance and stop said log in response to said control signal; and 
wherein said means for measuring the distance traveled by said log measures the 
advance of the log while on said second tilted horizontal log-feeding means and 
communicates said measurement to said control means; said first and second 
tilted vertically oriented log-feeding means stop the log at the desired length; said 
saw cuts the log to produce a forward log segment; and said forward log segment 
is advanced onto said third horizontally oriented log-feeding means; and wherein 
sairi second tilteH horizontally orient ed log-fee dinp means and said first and 
tevtmd tilted ™rtir*11v orientprl lo ^-feeding means are each tilted in the direption 
pprpppriicula r tn the line of t r avel of said log to a decree sufficient to roll said lo g 
to one side of etch sa id seco ^ tilted horizontally oriented lop-feeding means and 
said first anH ««*md tilted vRrricallv oriented lor-feeding means. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said first, — U 
and third horizontally oriented log-feeding means and said Out and second 
vciliuillj uiiuitul lug-f u diufe means are tilted to a degree sufficient to roll said 
log to one side of said fw and third horizontally oriented log-feeding means. 
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Claim 1 1 (Currently amended): The apparatus of claim *> 9 wherein said firs* 
second and t hird horizontally oriented log-feeding means are is tilted approxi- 
mately 7 degrees from the horizontal and said first and second vertically oriented 
lugfuiding In g-feedine means are tilted approximately 7 degrees from the 
vertical. 

Claim 12 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said multi- 
positionable saws are movable along the axis of motion of said log. 

Claim 13 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said means for 
measuring the distance travelled by said log while on said second horizontally 
oriented log-feeding means comprise hydraulic motors for driving said first and 
second vertically oriented log-feeding means, having sensors for measuring the 
number of rotations of said motors. 

Claim 14 (Previoualy presented): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said means for 
measuring the distance travelled by said log while on said second horizontally 
oriented log-feeding means comprises first sensing means for sensing the ap- 
proach of said log to said first and second vertically oriented log-feeding means 
and causing said power means to pivoting said first log-feeding means into said 
log-engaging position, means for measuring the distance traveled by said log 
while engaged by said first and second vertically oriented log-feeding means, and 
second sensing means for sensing when the front end of said log reaches a 
position after said first and second vertically oriented log-feeding means. 

Claim 15 (Currently amended): The apparatus of claim 9 further comprisi ng mean s 
for scanning said log prior to said log being received on said second hortzontrf 
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wi ymnUv oriented log feeding means. 

Claim 16 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said second 
horizontally oriented log-feeding means comprises a powered hourglass roll and a 
tilted horizontally oriented bottom feed roll. 

Claim 17 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said first and 
second vertically oriented log-feeding means comprise vertical feed rolls pivotally 
mounted on the ends of arms, said first vertically oriented log-feeding means 
being pivoted by said power means. 

Claim 18 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising 
sensing means associated with said power means for pivoting said first vertically 
oriented log-feeding means for generating a signal indicative of the diameter of 
the log and communicating said signal to said control means. 

Claim 19 (New): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said cut-off saw comprises 
dual multi-positional cut-off saws located upstream and downstream respectively 
of said second tilted horizontally oriented log-feeding means, said dual saws 
being movable across the line of travel of said log on said second tilted horizon- 
tally oriented log-feeding means. 

Claim 20 (New): The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said third horizontally oriented log- 
feeding means lies in a horizontal plane slightly below the horizontal plane of said second 
tilted horizontally oriented log-feeding means. 
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